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CONFIDENTIAL OUAGADOUGOU 0775 

ST ADIS//////////////////// 

FOR ASST SECRETARY MOOSE FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, UV 

SUBJECT: PL 480 TITLE II - UPPER VOLTA 

REF: OUAGADOUGOU 0689 

1 . REFTEL REPORTS PRESIDENT LAMIZANA'S RECENT APPEAL FOR 
FOOD AID AND DESCRIBES SERIOUS STEPS GOUV IS TAKING TO 
AVOID MISMANAGEMENT OF FOOD AID WHICH HAS OCCURED IN 
PAST YEARS. 

2. THE FOOD SITUATION IN UPPER VOLTA IS EXTREMELY SERIOUS. 

REPORTS WE GET FROM PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS AND MISSIONARIES 
INDICATE THAT IN SOME REGIONS PEOPLE ARE ALREADY STARVING. 

YET, I DON'T SEEM TO GET MUCH SYMPATHY FROM THE FOOD FOR 
PEACE OFFICE IN AID. I RECOMMENDED 18,000 TONS OF FOOD 

FOR DISTRIBUTION BY CRS AND BAPTIST MISSIONS BUT FFP CUT 
US DOWN TO 9000 TONS. I RECOMMENDED THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF ANOTHER 10,000 TONS OF SORGHUM THROUGH WFP AND THAT 
WAS TURNED DOWN. FINALLY, I RECOMMENDED A BILATERAL 
PROGRAM OF 5000 TONS OF SORGHUM AND 5000 TONS OF 
RICE BUT I HAVE HAD NO REPLY. I CONSIDER THAT THE 
38,000 TONS I HAVE RECOMMENDED IS THE MINIMUM AMOUNT 
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WE SHOULD PROVIDE FOR UPPER VOLTA THIS YEAR. 

3. WE HAVE HAD A LONG STANDING CONTROVERSY WITH THE 
UPPER VOLTA GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF ITS PREVIOUS MISMANAGE- 
MENT OF FOOD AID. PERHAPS THIS IS WHY FFP IS SO RELUCTANT 

TO ACCEPT MY RECOMMENDATIONS. THE FACT IS, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT IS FINALLY DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT, AND I 
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ASSUME THE US GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT WANT TO DISCOURAGE 
THOSE MINISTERS WHO HAVE STUCK THEIR NECKS OUT ON OUR BEHALF 
BY REFUSING TO PROVIDE FOOD FOR THE STARVING PEOPLE OF 
UPPER VOLTA. 

4. THERE IS ALSO ANOTHER FACTOR RELATING TO THE FORTHCOMING 
ELECTIONS. UNDER INSTRUCTIONS, I HAVE TOLD PRESIDENT 
LAMIZANA THAT HE HAS OUR SYMPATHY IN HIS CANDIDACY FOR THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. NEEDLESS TO SAY. IF PEOPLE ARE 
STARVING AT THE TIME OF THE ELECTIONS, THE PRESIDENT'S 
POPULARITY WILL SUFFER AND THE WHOLE PROCESS OF RETURNING 
THE COUNTRY TO CIVILIAN RULE MAY BE PLACED IN JEOPARDY. 

5. FOR ALL THE ABOVE REASONS, I WILL APPRECIATE ANYTHING 
YOU CAN DO TO GET A DECENT FOOD AID PROGRAM FOR UPPER 
VOLTA AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. GRAHAM 
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